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(2) If the Coast Guard determines 
that the submission does not meet all 
of the requirements, the submitter will 
be notified of the deficiencies. The sub-
mitter may then resubmit a revised re-
quest within the time period specified. 

§ 155.5062 Inspection and maintenance 
of response resources. 

The owner or operator of a nontank 
vessel required to submit a vessel re-
sponse plan under this part must com-
ply with the response resource inspec-
tion and maintenance requirements of 
33 CFR 155.1062. 

§ 155.5065 Procedures for plan submis-
sion and approval. 

(a) An owner or operator of a 
nontank vessel, to which this subpart 
applies, must submit one complete 
English language copy of a vessel re-
sponse plan (VRP) to Commandant 
(CG–CVC), Office of Commercial Vessel 
Compliance, U.S. Coast Guard, 2100 2nd 
St. SW. Stop 7581, Washington, DC 
20593–7581, Attn: Vessel Response Plan 
Review Team. The VRP must be sub-
mitted at least 60 days before the ves-
sel intends to operate upon the navi-
gable waters of the United States. 

(b) The owner or operator of a 
nontank vessel must include a state-
ment certifying that the VRP meets 
the applicable requirements of this 
subpart and the requirements of sub-
parts D, E, F, and G, if applicable. The 
vessel owner or operator must also in-
clude a statement certifying that the 
vessel owner or operator has ensured 
the availability of, through contract or 
other approved means, the necessary 
private response resources to respond, 
to the maximum extent practicable, to 
a worst case discharge or substantial 
threat of such a discharge from their 
vessel as required under this subpart. 
VRPs should be submitted electroni-
cally by using the Vessel Response 
Plan Electronic Submission Tool avail-
able at https://homeport.uscg.mil/ 
vrpexpress. If vessel owners or operators 
submit VRPs in paper format, CG 
Form ‘‘Application for Approval/Revi-
sion of Vessel Pollution Response 
Plans’’ (CG–6083) located at: http:// 
www.uscg.mil/forms/CG/CGl6083.pdf 
meets the requirement for a VRP cer-

tification statement as required by this 
paragraph. 

(c) If the Coast Guard determines 
that the VRP meets all requirements 
of this subpart, the Coast Guard will 
notify the vessel owner or operator 
with an approval letter. The VRP will 
be valid for a period of 5 years from the 
date of approval, conditional upon sat-
isfactory annual updates. 

(d) If the Coast Guard reviews the 
VRP and determines that it does not 
meet all of the requirements of this 
subpart, the Coast Guard will notify 
the vessel owner or operator of the 
VRP deficiencies. The vessel owner or 
operator must then resubmit a copy of 
the revised VRP or corrected portions 
of the VRP, within the time period 
specified in the written notice provided 
by the Coast Guard. 

§ 155.5067 Alternative planning cri-
teria. 

(a) When the owner or operator of a 
nontank vessel believes that national 
planning criteria contained elsewhere 
in this part are inappropriate for the 
areas in which the vessel intends to op-
erate, the vessel owner or operator 
may submit an alternative planning 
criteria request to the Coast Guard. Al-
ternative planning criteria requests 
must be submitted 90 days before the 
vessel intends to operate under the pro-
posed alternative, or as soon as is prac-
ticable. The alternative planning cri-
teria request must be endorsed by the 
Captain of the Port (COTP) with juris-
diction over the geographic area(s) af-
fected before being considered by Com-
mandant (CG–CVC), Office of Commer-
cial Vessel Compliance, for the review 
and approval of the respective vessel 
response plan (VRP). In any case, the 
request must be received by Com-
mandant (CG–CVC) with an endorse-
ment by the respective COTP no later 
than 21 days before the vessel intends 
to operate under the alternative plan-
ning criteria. 

(b) The alternative planning criteria 
request should detail all elements of 
the VRP where deviations from the re-
quirements in this subpart are being 
proposed or have not been met. Re-
sponse equipment, techniques, or pro-
cedures identified in the alternative 
planning criteria request should be 
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submitted in accordance with the eval-
uation criteria of appendix B of this 
part. The request should contain at a 
minimum— 

(1) Reason(s) and supporting informa-
tion for the alternative planning cri-
teria request; 

(2) Identification of regulations ne-
cessitating the alternative planning 
criteria request; 

(3) Proposals for alternative proce-
dures, methods, or equipment stand-
ards, where applicable, to provide for 
an equivalent level of planning, re-
sponse, or pollution mitigation strate-
gies; 

(4) Prevention and mitigation strate-
gies that ensure low risk of spills and 
adequate response measures as a result 
of the alternative planning criteria; 
and 

(5) Environmental and economic im-
pact assessments of the effects. 

(c) The determination of an alter-
native planning criteria request will be 
conducted by Commandant (CG–CVC), 
Office of Commercial Vessel Compli-
ance. 

§ 155.5070 Procedures for plan review, 
revision, and amendment. 

(a) The owner or operator of a 
nontank vessel must review the vessel 
response plan (VRP) annually. This re-
view must occur within 1 month of the 
anniversary date of Coast Guard ap-
proval of the VRP. 

(b) A VRP prepared and submitted 
under this subpart must be revised and 
amended, as necessary, in accordance 
with § 155.1070. 

§ 155.5075 Appeal procedures. 
(a) A vessel owner or operator who 

disagrees with a deficiency determina-
tion may submit a petition for recon-
sideration to the Commandant (CG– 
5PC), Director of Inspections and Com-
pliance, U.S. Coast Guard, 2100 2nd St. 
SW Stop 7581, Washington, DC 20593– 
7581 or vrp@uscg.mil within the time pe-
riod required for compliance or within 
7 days from the date of receipt of the 
Coast Guard notice of a deficiency de-
termination, whichever is less. After 
considering all relevant material pre-
sented, the Coast Guard will notify the 
vessel owner or operator of the final 
decision. 

(1) Unless the vessel owner or oper-
ator petitions for reconsideration of 
the Coast Guard’s decision, the vessel’s 
owner or operator must correct the 
vessel response plan (VRP) deficiencies 
within the period specified in the Coast 
Guard’s initial determination. 

(2) If the vessel owner or operator pe-
titions the Coast Guard for reconsider-
ation, the effective date of the Coast 
Guard notice of deficiency determina-
tion may be delayed pending a decision 
by the Coast Guard. Petitions to the 
Coast Guard must be submitted in 
writing, via the Coast Guard official 
who issued the requirement to amend 
the VRP, within 5 days of receipt of the 
notice. 

(b) Within 21 days of notification 
that a VRP is not approved, the vessel 
owner or operator may appeal that de-
termination to the Director of Inspec-
tions and Compliance. This appeal 
must be submitted in writing to Com-
mandant (CG–5PC), Director of Inspec-
tions and Compliance, U.S. Coast 
Guard, 2100 2nd St. SW. Stop 7581, 
Washington, DC 20593–7581. 

APPENDIX A TO PART 155— 
SPECIFICATIONS FOR SHORE CONNECTION 

[See §§ 340, 350, 370 and 380 of this part] 

Item Description Dimension 

1 ................. Outside diame-
ter.

215 mm. (8 in.). 

2 ................. Inside diameter According to pipe outside 
diameter. 

3 ................. Bolt circle di-
ameter.

183 mm. (7 3⁄16 in.). 

4 ................. Slots in flange 6 holes 22 mm. (7⁄8 in.) in 
diameter shall be 
equidistantly placed on a 
bolt circle of the above di-
ameter, slotted to the 
flange periphery. The slot 
width is to be 22 mm. (7⁄8 
in.). 

5 ................. Flange thick-
ness.

20 mm. (3⁄4 in.). 

6 ................. Bolts and nuts 6, each of 20 mm. (3⁄4 in.) 
in diameter and of suit-
able length. 

The flange must be of steel having a flat face, with a gasket 
of oilproof material, and must be suitable for a service pres-
sure of 6 kg./cm.2 (85 p.s.i.). 

The steel materials used must meet the material specifica-
tions of standard B16.5, Steel Pipe Flanges and Flanged Fit-
tings of the American National Standards Institute. (See 
§ 154.106 of this chapter.) 

[CGD 75–124, 45 FR 7176, Jan. 31, 1980] 
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